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WHO  WE  ARE

Our Mission

Joedance raises funds and awareness for pediatric cancer research at Atrium Health Levine

Children’s through an annual film festival featuring directors, producers, writers and actors who

share a North Carolina or South Carolina connection. We support research and clinical trials for

pediatric sarcomas, blastomas and brain tumors.

 

Our Vision

To use a multicultural festival incorporating the power of cinema and performing

arts to raise funds for pediatric cancer research at Atrium Health Levine Children’s Hospital.

 

About Joedance Film Festival

The Joedance Film Festival, ranked 5 stars from Filmfest, honors the late Joe Restaino to raise

funds for rare pediatric cancer research and clinical trials at Levine Children’s Hospital in Charlotte,

North Carolina. The Joedance Film Festival is held annually on the first weekend of August in

Uptown Charlotte’s Fourth Ward neighborhood and is hosted by The Charlotte Ballet Center for

Dance. Joedance is committed to supporting filmmakers, producers, writers, and directors with a

North Carolina or South Carolina connection by screening their films at the festival.

 

Nonprofit Tax Exempt Status and Awards

We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and our EIN is 46-1282481. We are exempt from taxation under Section

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and designated a “charitable or religious corporation” under

the North Carolina Nonprofit Corporation Act. We are registered with the North Carolina Secretary

of State.

 

Great Nonprofits Top-Rated Nonprofit

Joedance Film Festival is ranked a top non-profit by GreatNonprofits, whose seal is trusted only

second to the Better Business Bureau.  

  

Platinum Status GuideStar

Joedance Film Festival was awarded Platinum Status on GuideStar, an independent charity

ranking organization. Platinum Status is the highest honor, achieved by less than 0.5% of

nonprofits. 2



Diane Restaino, Founder & President

Al McMillian Jr, Board Chair

Will Thompson, Vice Chairman

Matt Mildenberg, Treasurer 

Kelly Crum, Secretary

Ben McCarthy, Festival Manager

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ben Jenkins | Bert Woodard | Chip White | David Restaino | Emily Portal  

Emily Stacks | Greg Johnson | Keith Richardson | Nick Sheehan | Nicole George  

Steve Shifton-Martin | Steven Green | Stuart Ruffin | Tony Restaino | Walter Sanders

FILM FESTIVAL DIRECTORS
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Joe Restaino was diagnosed in 2006 with osteosarcoma (bone cancer) in his left leg. After a

leg salvaging surgery, two different rounds of chemotherapy protocols, and four lung

surgeries, Joe passed away in January 2010 at the age of 20. 

 

Through all of his treatments, Joe managed to graduate as a member of the Cum Laude

Society with high honors from The McCallie School in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  Joe was

Captian on the swim team his senior year, a Resident Advisor, and received the second

highest honor awarded to a graduating senior: The Campbell Award. Joe graduated with his

class in 2008 while in treatment for his cancer. He went on to attend the University of

Pennsylvania for one semester until his cancer recurred in December 2008.  Joe's dream was

to be an M.D. & Ph.D.

 

When Joe's  cancer recurred, he withdrew from UPenn and embarked on new adventures

between surgeries. He learned to sail a 48-foot sailboat, traveled to visit friends, and took a 

six-week backpacking trip through Europe. His travels brought him home in September 2009,

when he made one more trip to McCallie for his last chapel talk and to say farewell to the

school he loved. The chapel was filled with family, friends, as well as McCallie staff and

students. 

 

While at The McCallie School, he established the Joe Restaino Bone Cancer Walk. McCallie

continues to raise money through their annual “Mission: Remission Walk” in Joe’s memory,

benefiting Atrium Health’s Levine Children’s. In July 2010, Joe’s family and friends established

the Joedance Film Festival to further support rare pediatric cancer research at Levine

Children’s,  providing the most advanced treatment to children in the Carolinas.

JOE 'S  STORY

JOE  RESTA INO ,  MCCAUL L I E  CHAPE L  TA LK  2009

“Fear is the most devastating human creation, 
and yet it is nothing more than an illusion. 

By conquering our illusion, our fear of something, 
we conquer whatever it was that first conjured that illusion.”
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79. I find that because of my work with

Joedance, I have to remind myself that

he wasn’t just the young man of

eighteen or nineteen or twenty walking

towards death with a certainty no one

his age should.

 

 He was three when he became a big

brother, and then four when he liked to

squeeze himself between Tony and

David and pretend to read to them from

a picture book that had no words. 

 

He was once five and found it fun to

pretend to conduct the music playing

from the radio like Mickey Mouse with

the brooms in the movie Fantasia. 

 

At eight, he hated the move from Texas

to Tennessee so much that every night

for a week he pretended to run away,

but only got so far as the edge of our

backyard where he would sit until he

would quietly come back inside in time

to have dinner with the family. 

 

He was fourteen, shoulders back, jaw

clenched, standing in his freshman

dorm room at McCallie when I first saw

the shadow of the man he was

cbecoming.

62. When he was so small I could hold

him with one arm, he liked to sit with his

fists tucked under his chin, eyes

squished closed, like he was already

trying to solve all the toughest problems

the world had to offer.

7. All Joe's favorite movies were
obnoxiously long, but I’ m almost
positive that was an ego thing 

more than anything.

180. Some nights, not often, but some
nights, I find myself wide awake 

with dawn dragging itself over the
horizon wondering, worrying,

if I’m remembering him right at all.

203. As he got older, Joe understood

the importance of forgiveness. Despite

everything our family went through,

despite knowing near the end his time

was limited, he learned to let go. Or

maybe, it was because he knew it was

over. In a way, dying seemed to soften

his ridged edges near the end.
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D IANE  RESTA INO ,  JOEDANCE  FOUNDER  &  PRES I DENT

EXCERPT FROM "THINGS I THINK ABOUT WHEN 
REMEMBERING MY SON ON THE EDGE OF THE MORNING"
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Cancer Research and Clinical Trials Research
Healios Project, a mouthwash to prevent mouth sores caused from chemotherapy in cancer patients. 
 Developed by Anderson with multiple collaborators, Healios has been shown to minimize mouth

Partnered with the Jeff Gordon Children’s Foundation and the Isabella Santos Foundation to fund
clinical trials for recurrent osteosarcoma. 

Research Technician Funding
Fully funded a 3 year first line Research Tech at the Pediatric Cancer Research Lab. 

Research Internship Funding 
These internships have provided critical support to the hospital, collecting data on outpatient
chemotherapy treatments for publication, which Joedance will be named as the underwriter of the
project.  

 Research for Integrative Medicine 
Integrative medicine treats the patient’s entire physical and psychological well-being, not just their
cancer. Through data from oncology patients integrative medicine uses a variety of mind and body
therapies practices, including yoga, acupuncture, meditation, nutrition and art therapy studying the
effects on patient well-being. 

Caregiver Support Hospital Spa Days

Powerful Platform for Local Filmmakers and Economic Growth 
Through our multicultural festival that screens award-winning, original films created by directors,
producers, writers, and actors g local filmmakers, we are helping to strengthen the economic base of our
communities.

Community Engagement and Volunteerism
 Joedance  has been supported by volunteers for 10 years, contributing over 9,350 hours of community
engagement. The “Independent Sector” rates the value of a volunteer hour at $25.43 per hour, equating
to  $237,770.

sores and enable patients to eat enough to keep up their strength.

 

 

  

 

6 times a year, in partnership with Modern Salon and Spa, provide haircuts, manicures, make-up and
massages for the family caregivers. Self-care is proven critical for family caregivers’ own health and
well-being.

 

 

 
Ranked a Best Children’s Hospital by U.S. News & World Report,  Joedance has supported Levine Children’s
Hospital for over 10 years.  Joedance donated over $200,000 in funding and raised awareness for pediatric cancer
research  for pediatric sarcomas, blastomas and brain tumors.

ATRIUM HEALTH 
LEVINE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL
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OUTCOMES  &  IMPACT



 

Dr. Javier Oesterheld, MD, at the Jeff Gordon’s Children’s Foundation Endowed Chair for Cancer

and Blood Disorders  shares the impact of Joedance's support for Levine Children's Hospital. 

 

"Joedance has done such an incredible thing for the pediatric cancer program because it’s allowed

us to do research that we really wouldn’t have done.  

 

First was a project for mouth sores that ended up being presented at a national conference.

Incredible, allowing us to treat our children with improved modalities, being able to take care of

them without so many mouth issues.

Second, we were able to do a clinical trial with Joedance and a few other organizations, and that

has almost completed enrollment, which is very exciting.  

 

Third, we were able to complete a project for outpatient chemotherapy, so patients don’t have to

be in the hospital. And, it is showing preliminarily that it really does make a huge difference, and

we can do it safely at home. None of those would have been done without Joedance." 

 

Watch Dr. O’s video testimony at www.Joedance.org.
 
 

DR. JAVIER OESTERHELD, MD

IMPACT
STATEMENT
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FINANCIAL
REPORT
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None of our work would be possible without the resources entrusted to us by our generous

donors. We work hard to ensure every dollar is steward wisely.

THANK  YOU  TO  OUR  DONORS  

Since our inaugural event ten years ago, Joedance Film Festival has donated 100% of proceeds to

support pediatric cancer research. All of our financials can be reviewed online through Guidestar,

where we hold Platinum Status for the highest seal of transparency, an honor which less than 1% of

nonprofits receive.

F INANCIAL  REPORT

35K
DONATED TO  ATRIUM

HEALTH LEVINE

CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL

2
NUMBER OF 

HOSPITAL 

INTERNSHIPS FUNDED

42%
INCREASED OUR

FUNDING FOR VITAL

RESEARCH & SERVICES

We increased our impact by raising and donating $15,000

from 2018. 

 

Joedance has completely funded the first three years of

the Research Technician at the Pediatric Basic Research

Lab. 

 

We were able to grow the hospital the internship

program from 1 per summer to 2 per summer.

INCREASING  OUR  IMPACT

3
YEARS FULLY FUNDED

PEDIATRIC RESEARCH

TECHNICIAN 



Your support makes what we do possible. On

behalf of our board members, children and

families served, we thank you!

ATTEND  OUR  EVENTS

BECOME  I NVOLVED

We can't do our work alone and we are grateful

for volunteers. From applying your professional

skills for a project or serving on the day of an

event, you're invited to join our team. 

VOLUNTEER

Whether you want to host a party for a purpose,

create a cause-related marketing campaign, or

put the FUN in Fundraisers, connect with us to

discuss your idea for a creative collaboration.

HOST  A  FUNDRAISER

1 0

Joedance Film Festival is committed to

supporting directors, producers, 

writers and actors with North Carolina, South

Carolina, Georgia or Tennessee connections.  

SUBMIT  YOUR  F ILM

Your support makes what we do possible. On

behalf of our team, the researchers, and pediatric

and adolescence patients and their families, we

thank you!

BECOME  A  SPONSOR
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11th Annual Joedance Film Festival | August 6-8, 2020

Evening Screenings

August 6-8, 2020 | 6:00-11:00 p.m.

Charlotte Ballet: 701 N Tryon Street Charlotte, NC 28202

 

Afternoon Screenings and Panel Discussion

August 8, 2020, Saturday | 1:00-5:00 p.m.

McColl Center: 721 N Tryon Street Charlotte, NC 28202

 

Other Events

    

 Joedance Film Festival Check Presentation

 January 24, 2020 | 1:00-2:00 p.m.           

Atrium Health’s Levine Children’s: 1000 Blythe Blvd, Charlotte, NC 28203

    

Joedance Premieres Short Film Screenings

 February 7, 2020 | Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Short Film Screenings begin at 7:00 p.m.

Made Possible by the Foundation For The Carolinas & Hosted by Coco and the Director

Coco and the Director: 100 Trade Street Charlotte, NC 28202

      

 Filmmakers Moment

 February 29th, 2020 | 2:00-5:00 p.m.

 McColl Center: 721 N Tryon St Charlotte, NC 2820

    

Charlotte Shout

September 19 and 26, 2020

 

Rock The Cemetery: A Day of Music and Short Film Screenings

 October 17, 2020 | 1:00-9:00 p.m.

Elmwood Cemetery: 700 W 6th Street Charlotte, NC 28202
 



Time never stops. We follow it with clocks and calendars but it doesn’t slow down for anyone. Some

days pass in the blink of an eye, and others seem like an eternity. Time is an especially complex

concept in the life of someone battling  cancer. Minutes seem to fly by on the good days leaving you

longing for  more. And, on the bad days, time seems to stall as the pain and  suffering drag on.

 

Joe battled his cancer for 4 years and 8 days.  That is 1,468 days total. He fought every day even at

his worst. There are no timeouts or breaks when it comes to cancer. Time continues to roll on

regardless of remission or progression. We know this because this is how the Restaino family lived for

1,468 days. 

 

Now, over 10 years later, we ask for your help to keep Joe’s story going. Because we have time, Joe

didn’t. At the end of his life, Joe asked his family to work toward finding cures and improving

treatment options for rare pediatric cancers. The Joedance Film Festival has been honoring his

request for over ten years and is going strong.

 

Today, you are invited you to help us continue this life-saving work by making a small donation of

$14.68 to honor the 1,468 days Joe fought his battle. Whether it’s a penny for each day, or more if you

can, please help us remember Joe’s struggle while we continue to find a cure.

 

Donate to our 1,468 days campaign at www.joedance.org

 
1,468 DAYS CAMPAIGN
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YOU  ARE  THE  MAK ING

V I TAL  CANCER  RESEARCH

AND  TREATMENTS   
FOR  CH I LDREN  AND

ADOLESCENCES  
A  REAL I T Y    

 THANK YOU
TO  OUR  DONORS ,  VOLUNTEERS

PARTNERS  & SPONSORS
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Chris Moreno

THE SAMMIES

Your support made the Sarcoma Research Trials Possible
Joedance Film Festival, Jeff Gordon Children's

Foundation and The Isabella Santos Foundation came
together to fund a sarcoma trial.  

Dr. Javier Oesterheld, Levine Children's  Medical
Director of pediatric cancer and blood disorders,

presents to a room full of leading children's hospitals at
the Sunshine Project.about a clinical trial he led for

relapsed sarcoma..
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Mailing Address
Joedance Film Festival

301 West 10th Street #407
Charlotte, NC 28202

 
Festival Director

Ben McCarthy | ben@joedance.org
 

Press Information
Bert Woodard | bert@woodardpr.com

 
Additional Information

Diane Restaino |  diane@joedance.org
 

www.joedance.org
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